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Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),
This year, our class will be using the outdoors as a regular learning space. We are excited to be participating in the Take Me Outside for Learning Challenge, which encourages educators and learners to spend time learning outdoors throughout the school year.
I am writing to let you know what this will look like for our class and to share the Take Me Outside Agreement, which both students and parents or guardians are asked to review and sign.
Research continues to show that when children spend regular time learning in nature, they are happier, healthier, and more engaged learners. Outdoor learning also helps foster curiosity, confidence, creativity, and a stronger connection to the natural world.
Throughout the year, I will be teaching curriculum based lessons outdoors in our schoolyard and local natural areas [insert the outdoor learning spaces you plan to use]. Outdoor learning is an extension of our classroom, so the same expectations for respect, behaviour, participation, and learning apply. During the first few weeks of school, we will establish routines to help students become confident and successful outdoor learners.
To help your child feel comfortable and ready to learn outdoors, please ensure they come to school dressed appropriately for the weather each day, including suitable clothing and footwear.
[Include details about your regular outdoor learning schedule. Example: We will aim to spend most of our outdoor learning time outside on "Wilderness Wednesdays." However, our schedule may change depending on weather conditions or other school activities.]
[Include details about your outdoor learning space. Example: Our school's outdoor classroom includes picnic tables, an outdoor chalkboard, and a shade structure. Students may also be asked to help carry clipboards or other classroom materials outside.]
If you have any questions about our outdoor learning program or your child's individual needs, please don't hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for your support. I look forward to sharing this outdoor learning journey with your child, and if you are ever interested in joining us outside, you are always welcome!
Learn more about the Take Me Outside for Learning Challenge:
https://takemeoutside.ca/take-me-outside-for-learning-challenge/
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
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